


wki 

of teas 
this Ey. 
j and Gr, 
ny oui 
Oke Wath 
n, one 


emy, and 


fay, th 
F Peace to 


ants Cop. 


for Jaly, 
/POCONdriag, 
c. Writity 
_ ri Pauls 

y J. Moy. 
DE had th 


tC, 2 well 
res a large 
ac che fad 


lick, thar 
ler in Bice: 
| Genrlewe 
ad been aj: 
Yeas, and 
ncermitlion, 
onian’s fen: 
1 at his sup 


ule Term; 
we Tbudt 
Dictionay 
fetiul (to all 
my, Nay, 
es, Barties, 
ly occuri: 
i Years a: 
bar Statio 


falms, by 
articular 
en Com 
and Tunes 
relt of the 
culargcd; 
yho are de 
sar 30 ocw 
a Table o 
xc. With 
ick’s Vere 
alm. ‘Tie 
achers and 
by james 
Paul's. 
Natwiali 
tigations, 
1 scliciter 
contectus, 
in noltre- 


s. 6d, 

the molt 
hich have 
the Year 
» in Two 
tinuation 
iam Car- 
and co bt 


ft, 55m 
vie, Ene 
mn-Court, 
, J. Mor 


f the Li- 
ut of the 
'§ Ot that 
hurt Ex- 
nis. By 
[mprove- 
ne Com- 
to many 
anc, aid 

loo tor 


———at 


in. 










oie 
Xun 





FS a 


~ 





_The TATLER. 


By Vaac Bickeritaf E(q; 





Hic Manus ob Patriam pugnando Vulitera palfi, 


Quigs, pit Vates & Phebo —~ locuti, 
Inventas aut quiVitam exceluere per Artes, 
Quigs fii memores alios feceré merendo: Virg: 





From Thurfday OGober 13. 


From my own Apartment, Ottober 14, 
Here are two Kinds of Immortality ; that 
which the Soul really enjoys after this 
Life, and that imaginary Exiftence by 
which Men live in their Fame and Re- 
putation. The beft and greateft Actions have proceed- 
ed from the Profpect of the one or the other of thefe ; 
but my Defign 1s to treat only of thote who have 
chiefly propofed to themfelves the latter as the prin- 
cipal Reward of their Labours. It was for this Rea~ 
fon that I excluded from my Tables of Fame all the 
eat Founders and Votaries of Religion ; and it is 
for this Reafon alfothat I am more than ordinarily 
anxious to do Juftice to the Perfons of whom I am 
now going to {peak ; for fince Faine was the only 
End of all their Enterprizes and Studies, a Man 
cannot be too icrupulous in allotting them their 
due Proportion of it. It was this Confideration 
which made me call the whole Body of the Learned 
to my Affiftance; to many of whom I muft own 
my Obligations for the talogues of illuftrious 
Perfons which they have fent me in upon this Oc- 
cafion. 1 Yefterday employ’d the whole Afternoon 
in comparing them with each other; which made 
fo ftrong an Impreffion upon my Imagination, that 
they broke my Sleep for the firlt Part of the follow- 
ing Night, and at length threw me into a very a- 
greeable Vifion, which I fhall beg Leave to de- 

feribe in all its Particulars. ; . 

I dream’d that I was convey’d into a wide and 
boundlefs Plain, that was cover'd with prodigious 
Multitudes of People, which no Man could num- 
ber. In the Midit of it there ftood a Moun- 
tain, with its Head above the Clouds. The Sides 
were extremely fteep, and of fuch a particular 
Strudture, that no Creature, which was not made in 
an human Figure, could poffibly afcendit. Ona 
fudden there was heard from the Top of it a Sound 
like that of a Trumpet ; but fo aeening {weet 
and harmonious, that it fill’d the Hearts of thofe 
who heard it with Raptures, and gave fuch high 
and delightful Senfations, as feem’d to animate and 
raife human Nature above it felf. This made me 
very much amaz‘d to find fo very few in that intu- 
merable Multitude, who nies fine enough to 
hear or relifh this Mufick with Pleafure : Bui wy 
Wonder abated, when, upon looking round ine, [ 
faw moft of thein attentive to Three Sirens cloath’d 
like Goddeffes, and diftinguifh’d by the Names of 
Sloth, Ignorance, and Pleajure, They were feated 
on Three Rocks, amidit a beautiful Variety of 
Groves, Meadows, and Rivulets, that lay on the 
Borders ef the Mountain. While the bafe and 
groveling Multitude of different Nations, Ranks 
and Ages, were liftening to thefe delufive Deities, 
thofe of a more erect Afpect, and exalted Spirit, 
feparated themfelves from the reft, and march’d in 

eat Bodies towards the Mountain; from whence 

ey heard the Sound, which {till grew {weeter, 
the more they liften’d to it. ' 

Ona fudden, methought this felect Band {prang 
forward, with a Refolution to climb the Atcent, 
and follow the Call of that Heavenly Mufick. E- 
very oue took fomething with him that he thought 
might be of Affiltance te him in his March, Several 
had their Swords drawn, fomecarried Rolls of Paper 
intheir Hands,fome had Compafies others Quadrants, 
others Teletcopes,and others Pencils; fome had Law- 
rels on their Heads, and others Buskins on their 
Lees; In fhort, there was fearce any In{trument of 
a Mechanick Art or Liberal Science, which was 
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not made Ufe of on this Occafion. My good De- 
mon, who ftood at my Right Hand during the 
Courfe of this whole Vifion, obferving in me a 
burning Defire to join that glorious Company, told 
me, he highly approv’d that generous Ardor with 
which I feem'd tranfported ; but at the fame Time 
advisd me to cover my Face with a Mask all the 
while 1 was to labour on the Afcent. I took his 
Counfel without inquiring into his Reafons. The 
whole Body now broke into ditferent Parties, 
and began to climb the Precipice by Ten Thoufand 
different Paths. Several got into little Allics, which 
did not reach far up the Hill, before they ended 
and led no further : And 1 obferv’d, That moit of the 
Artizans, which confiderably diminith’d our Num- 
ber, fell into thele Paths, We left another confi- 
derable Body of Adventurers behind us, who 
choughe they had diicover’d By-ways up the Hill, 
which prov'd fo very intricate and perplex’d, that 
after having advanc’d in ’em a little, they were 
quite loft among the feveral Turns and Windings ; 
and tho’ they wee as active asany in theirMotions, 
they made but little Progrefs in the Afcent. Thete, 
as my Guide inform’d me, were Men of fubtle 
Tempers, and puzzled Politicks, who would fup- 
ply the Place of real Wifdom with Cunning and 
Artifice. Among thofe, who were far advanc'd in 
their Way, there were fome that by one falfe Step 
fell backward, and loft more Ground in a Mo- 
ment, than they had gain’d for many Hours, or 
could be ever able to recover. We were now ad- 
vane'd very high, and obferv’d, That all the dif- 
ferent Paths which ran about the Sides of the 
Mountain, began to meet in Two great Roads, 
which oe gather’d the whole Multitude of 
Travellers into Two great Bodies. At a little Di- 
{tance from the Entrance of each Road, there flood 
an hideous Phantom, that oppos’d our further Paf- 
fage One of thele Apparitions had his Right 
Hand fill'd with Darts, which he brandith’d in the 
Face of all who came up that Way. Crowds 
ran back at the Appearnce of it, and cry'd outs 
Death, The Speétre that guarded the other Road, 
was Exvy: She was not arm’d with Weapons of 
Deftruction like the former; but by dreadful Hit- 
fings, Noifes of Reproach, and a horrid di- 
ftracted Laughter, the appear'd more frightful than 
Death it ielf, infomuch that Abundance of our 
Company were difcourag’d from paffing any farther, 
and {ome appear'd afham’d of having come fo far. 
As for my iclf, 1 mutt confefs my Heart fhrunk 
within me atthe Sight of thefe ghaftly Appearances: 
But on a fudden, the Voice of the Trumpet came 
more full upon us,fo that we felt a new Refolution 
reviving in us; and in Proportion as this Refolu- 
tion grew, the Terrors before us {eem’d to vanith. 
Moft of the Company who had Swords in their 
Hands, march'd on with great Spirit, and an Air 
of Defiance, up the Road that was commanded by 
Death ; while others, who had Thought and Con- 
templation in their Looks, went forward in a 
more composd Manner up the Road pofleis’d 
by Envy. The Way above theie Apparitions 


grew fmooth and uniform, and was fo delight- 


jul, that the Travellers went on with Plea- 
fure, and in a little Time arriv’d at the Top of 
the Mountain. They here began to breath a de- 
licious kind of “Ether, and faw all the Fi.lds 
about ‘em cover'd with a kind of Purple Light, 
that made ‘ein seflect with Satisfa¢lion on their pait 
Toils, and diffus'd a fcret Joy through the whol 
Affem® 
















Affembly, which {how d it felf in every Look and 
Feaintc. Jn the Midét of thefe happy Fields, so 
ftood a Palace of a very glorious Structure : It had 
Four great Folding-Doors, that fac’d the Four fe- 
veral Quarters of the World. On the Top of it 
was cnthron’d the Goddefs of the Mountain, who 
finil'd upon her Votaries, and founded the Silver 
Trumpet which had call’d em up, and chear'd ‘em 
in their Paflage to her Palace. They had now 
form’d themfelves into feveral Divifions, a Band 
of Hiftorians taking theit Stations at each Door, 
rae to the Perfons whom they were to intro- 
uce; 

Ona fudden the Trumpet, which had hitherto 
founded only a March, or a Point of War, now 
fwell’d all its Notes into perm 2 and Exultation : 
The whole Fabrick fhook, and the Doors flew open. 
The Firft who ftep’d forward, was a beautiful and 
blooming Hero,and asI heard by the Murmurs round 
me, Alexander the Great. He was conducted by a 
Crowd of Hiftorians. The Perfon who immedtate- 
ly walk'd before him, was remarkable for an em- 
broider’d Garment, who not being well acquainted 
with the Place, was conduéting him tg an Apart- 
ment appointed for the Reception of fibulous He- 
roes. The Name of this falfeGuide was Quintus 
Curtis. But Arrian and Plutarch, who knew bet- 
ter the Avenues of this Palace, conducted him 1n- 
to the great Hall, and plac’d him at the upper End 
of the Firft Table. My good Damon, that J might 
fee the whole Ceremony, convey’d me to a Corner 
of this Room, where I might perceive all that pafs'd 
without being feen my felf. The next who enter'd 
was a Charming Virgin, leading in_a_ venerable 
Old Man that was blind. Under her Left Arm the 
bore a Harp, and on her Head a Garland, Alexan- 
der, who was very well acquainted with Homer, 
itood up at his Loeeenee, and plac’d him on his 
Right Hand. The Virgin, who it feems was one of 
the Nine Sifters that attended on the Goddefs of 
Fame, {inil'd with an ineffable Grace at their Mect- 
ing, and retir'd. Julius Cefar was now coming for- 
ward ; and tho’ mol of the Hiftcrians offer’d their Ser- 
vice to introduce him, he left them at the Door, and 
would have no Conduétor but himfelf| The next 
who advanc’d, wasa Man of a homely but chearful 
Afpect, and attended by Perfons of greater Figure 
than any that appear'd on this Occafion. Plato 
was on his Right Hand, and Xenophon on his Left. 
He bow’d to Homer, and fat down by him. It 
was expected that Plato would himfelf have taken a 
Place next to his Mafter Socrates; but.on a fudden 
there was heard a great Clamour of Difputants at 
the Door, who appear’d with 4rifforle at_the Head 
of them. That Philofopher, with fome Rudenefs, 
but great Strength of Reafon, convinced the whole 
Table, that a Title to the Fitth Place was his Due, 
and took it accordingly. He had fcarce fat down, 
when the fame beautiful Virgin that had intro- 
ducd Homer brought in another, who hung 
back at the Entranee, and would have excus‘d him- 
felf, had not his Modefty been overcome by the In- 
vitation of all who fat at the Table. His Guide 
and Behaviour made me eafily conclude it was 
Virgil. Cicero next appear’d, and took his Place. He 
had inquir’d at the Door for one Lucceivs to intro- 
duce him; but not finding him there, he contented 
himiclf with the Attendance of many other Wri- 
ters, who all (except Sala/t) appear’d highly pleas'd 
with the Office. 

We waited fome Time in Expectation of the next 
Worthy, who came in with a great Retinue of 
Hiftorians, whofe Names 1 could not learn, moft of 
them being Natives of Carthage. The Perfon thus 
conducted, who was Hannibal, feem’d much di- 
fturb’d, and could not forbear complatning to vhe 
Hoard of the Affronts he had met with among the 
Roman Hiltorians, who attempted, fays he, to carry 
nie into the Subterraneous Apartment ; and perhaps 
would have done it, had it not been for the Impar- 
tiality of this Gentleman, pointing to Polybins, who 
was the only Perfon, except my own Countrymen, 
that was willing to conduct me hither. The 
Curthszinian took his Seat, and Pompey enter'd with 
great Dignity in his own Perfon, and preceded by 
icveral uttorians. Lacan the Poct was at the Head 


of ’em, who obferving Homer and Vi-gil at the Ty; 
ble, was going to fit down himfelf, had not the 
latter whifperd him, That whatever Pretence be 
might otherwite have had, he forfeited his Claim 
to it, by coming in as one of the Hiftorians. Lacan 
was fo exafperated with the Repulfe, that he mut. 
ter'd fomething to’ himfelf, and was heard to fay 
That fince he could not have a Seat among ’em him. 
felf, he would bring in one who alone had more 
Merit than their whole Aflembly : Upon which he 
went to the Door, and brought in Cato of Utica, 
That great Man approach’d the Company with fuch 
an Air, that dhow’d he contemn’d the Honour 
which he laid a Claim to. Obterving the Seat o 
pofite to Cefar was vacant, he took Pofleffion of tr, 
and {poke Two or Three imart Sentences upon the 
Nature of Precedency, which, according to him, 
confifted not in Place, but in intrinfick Merit; to 
which he added; That the moft virtuous Man, 
wherever he was feated, was always at the Upper 
End of the Table. Socrates, who had a great Spi- 
nit of Raillery with his Wifdom, could not forbear 
{miling at a Virtue which took fo little Pains to 
make it felf agreeable. Cicero took the Occafion to 
make a long Difcourfe in Praife of Cato, which he 
utter'd with much Vehemence. Cefar anfwer'd him 
with a great Deal of feeming Temper : But asI flood 
at a great Dittance from them, I was not able to 
hear one Word of what they faid. But I could 
not forbear taking Notice, That in all the Difcourfe 
which pafsd at the Table, a Word or Nod fiom 
Homer decided the Controverfy. After a thor 
Paufe, Auguftus 4 me looking round him with a 
ferene and affable Countenance upon all the Writers 
of his Age, who ftrove among themfelves which of 
them fhould fhow him the greateft Marks of Grati- 
tude and Refpect. Virgil rote from the Table to meet 
him ; and tho’ he was an acceptabie Guelt to all, he 
appear'd more fuch to the Icarned,than to the military 
forthies, The next Man aftonith’d the whole Table 
with his Appearance : He was flow, folemn, and fi- 
lent inhis Behaviour, and wore a Raiment curioufly 
wrought with Hieroglyphicks. A: he came into 
the middle of the Room, he threw back the Skirt 
of it, and difcover'd a Golden Thigh. Socrates, 
at the Sight of it, declared again{t keeping Compa- 
ny with any who were not made of Flefh and 
Blood ; and therefore defir'd Diogenes the Laertian to 
lead him to the Apartment allotted for Fabulous 
Heroes, and Worthies of Dubious Exiftence: At 
his going out, he told ‘em, Thnt they did not know 
whom they difmifsd ; that he was now Pithagoras, 
the Firft of Philofophers, and that formerly he had 
been a very brave Man at the Siege of Troy, That 
may be very true, fai Socrates; but you forget that 
you have likewife been a very great Harlot in your 
Time. This Exclufion made Way for Archimedes, 
who came forward with a Scheme of Mathematical 
Figures in his Hand ; among which, I obferv'd a 
Cone and a Cylinder. 
_ Seeing this Table full, I defir'd my Guide for Va- 
riety to lead me to the fabulous Apartment, the 
Roof of which wag- painted with Gorgon’s, Chi- 
iua@ra's, and Centaurs, with many other emble- 
matical Figures, which I wanted both Time and 
Skill to unriddle. The Firft Table was almoft full. 
At the Upper End tat Hercules, leaning an Arm u 
on his Club. On his Right Hand were Achilles 
and Uly/fes, and between them e4neas. On his 
Left, were Heétor, isa and Fafon. The Lower End 
had Orphens,eJop,Phalaris,and Mufexs, The Uthers 
feem’d at a Lofs tor a Twelfth Man,when,methought, 
to my wy Joy and Surprize, I heard tome at the 
Lower End of the Table mention Jac Bickerjeff : 
But thofe of the Upper End receiv’d it with Diidain, 
and faid, If they mutt have a Brisifh Worthy, they 


-would shave Robin Hood. While I -was trantported 


with the Honout that was done me, and burni 
with Envy againft my Competitor I was awaken’ 
by the Noife of the Cannon which were then fir'd for 
the taking of Afons. I fhould have been very much 
troubled at being thrown out of fo pleafing a Vifion 
on any other Occafion ; but thought it an agreeable 
Change to have my Thoughts diverted from: the 
preateft among the Dead and Fabulous Heroes,to the 
moft Famous among the Real and the Living. 


a 





~ Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hall, where Advertifements are taken in. 
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